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Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2014-15 

 
CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY 

 
 

 
(Question Serial No. 1594)  
 
Head:      (160) Radio Television Hong Kong 
 
Subhead (No. & title):   (-) Not Specified 
 
Programme:    (3) School Education Television Programme 
 
Controlling Officer:   Director of Broadcasting (Roy TANG) 
 
Director of Bureau:   Secretary for Education 
 
Question (Member Question No. 31): 

Radio Television Hong Kong (RTHK) produces school educational television (ETV) programmes for the 
Education Bureau (EDB) in suport of the Government’s education policies.  For years, school ET V 
programmes have a high production cost but low viewership and are only broadcast on ATV World 
Channel and TVB Pearl Channel.  Would the Administration inform this Committee of the following: 

1. Regarding “the daily transmission time was reduced from four to two hours in response to 
stakeholders’ views since September 2012 and the total transmission hours for school ET V 
programmes are 320 in 2013-14”, why is the cost per hour in 2013-14 higher than that in 2012-13? 

2. With regard to “school children benefited”, the numbers for the past two years were around 383 000.  
Actually, according to EDB, the total student population (including pre-primary/primary/secondary) in 
2013 was 926 200.  Therefore, the school children benefited only account for 35% of the total 
student population and the number is very low.   Does the Administration conduct annual review on 
the usefulness of school ETV programmes?  Please provide the reports.   

3. Regarding “utilisaton rate of the school ETV service”, it is observed that the utilisation rates by 
pre-primary and secondary school children are very low, which are only 10% or below while that by 
primary school children is higher but still less than 50%.  The utilisation rates are very unsatisfactory.  
Has the Administration considered to stop producing school ETV programmes? 

 
Asked by: Hon. TIEN Puk-sun, Michael 
 
Reply: 
 

1. Higher cost per hour in 2013-2014 is mainly due to three factors.  First, there is an increase in the 
production cost for the newly produced Pre-school programmes which require more animation and 
songs.  Second, the programme duration of a Pre-school programme is 10 minute which is shorter 
than a normal school ETV programme of 15 or 20 minutes.  A shorter programme involves 
relatively higher production cost comparing to a programme of longer duration.  Third, there is an 
increase in the capital and manpower cost required for the migration from SD to HD production.   

 
2. School educational television (ETV) programmes can be accessed via two ATV and TVB television 

channels and the internet.  To examine the usefulness and utilisation of school ETV programmes, 
the Education Bureau (EDB) sends questionnaires to all local schools every year.  The figures 
under “School children benefited” refers to the total number of students who have viewed school 
ETV programmes during lessons.  As the survey findings revealed, teachers might choose not to 
show the programmes during lessons because of time constraint.  On the suggestion of EDB, they 
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advise students to watch the programmes after school for lesson preparation or revision.  The 
overall viewing rate is encouraging.  Taking the 2012/13 school year for instance, the hit rate of 
ETV website at Hong Kong Education City (HKEdCity) was about 4.35 million.  The usefulness 
indicators as reported by pre-primary/primary/secondary teachers, set out also in the Controlling 
Officer’s Report, are generally over 70 out of 100 marks.  In fact, most teachers noted that ETV 
programmes were effective learning and teaching resources.  Furthermore, to evaluate the 
effectiveness of ETV programmes, EDB will collect stakeholders’ views by various means, such as 
through the ETV Ad hoc Committee which comprises academics, experienced principals, teachers 
and parents. 

 
3. Apart from sending questionnaires to all Hong Kong schools, EDB entrusts a tertiary institution to 

conduct a study by random sampling every year.  “The utilisation rate of the school ETV service 
(average no. of programmes watched)” reflected the average number of ETV programmes watched 
by each class during lessons rather than the percentage of students viewing the programmes.  
Taking the 2012/13 school year for instance, while only 8 educational television programmes were 
produced for pre-primary schools, the average number of educational television programmes viewed 
by individual classes in kindergartens was 11.3.  It indicated that the utilization rate was quite 
satisfactory.  EDB will continue to produce ETV programmes as planned. 

 
 
 
  



 
 

 
Examination of Estimates of Expenditure 2014-15 

 
CONTROLLING  OFFICER’S  REPLY 

 
 

 
(Question Serial No. 3677)  
 
Head:      (160) Radio Television Hong Kong 
 
Subhead (No. & title):   (-) Not Specified 
 
Programme:    (3) School Education Television Programme 
 
Controlling Officer:   Director of Broadcasting (Roy TANG) 
 
Director of Bureau:   Secretary for Education 
 
Question (Member Question No. 564): 
 
Under Matters Requiring Special Attention in 2014-15, it is stated that Radio Television Hong Kong will 
migrate progressively towards High Definition (HD) production of school educational television (ETV) 
programmes.  Regarding progressively increase of HD productions, would the Administration provide a 
concrete work plan, the items and expenditures involved? 
 
 
 
 
Asked by: Hon. CHAN Ka-lok, Kenneth 
 
Reply:  
 
Radio Television Hong Kong (RTHK) started the development and migration of High Definition (HD) 
production in 2007.  In 2014-15, RTHK will migrate progressively towards HD production of school 
educational television programmes, which includes procurement of HD filming, editing, animation and 
graphic design equipment.  A sum of $10 million has been earmarked for the completion of HD migration 
in 2014-15.  All expenditures involved will be covered by RTHK’s capital expenditure and other operating 
expenses.  Another $2 million will be required to cover extra man-hours in shooting, editing, graphic and 
animation design for HD production. 
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