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Thais: Renée Fleming (soprano) / Athanaél: Thomas Hampson (baritone)
Nicias: Giuseppe Sabbatini (tenor)

Orchestre National Bordeaux Aquitaine / Yves Abel (conductor)
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Massenet’s opera Thais was premiered in 1894, but it did not
gain widespread popularity in France until its revival (with a
revised score) four years later. The opera is set in Alexandria,
Egypt during the fourth century. Tempted by courtesan Thais
during his youth, Cenobite monk Athanaél determines to
redeem her by converting her to Christianity. Weary of her
materialistic existence, Thais longs for spiritual fulfilment and
begins her life of isolated penance. Realising his obsession
with herisin fact love and lust, Athanaél rushes to Thais as she
dies in bliss. Singing the title role in this recording is American
soprano Renée Fleming, one of the leading exponents of this

challenging role.
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