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P Tosca: Mirella Freni (soprano) / Cavaradossi: Placido Domingo (tenor) / Scarpia: Samuel Ramey (baritone)
ex Tam :BX 4
PRESENTER ;ﬁ Chorus and Children’s Chorus of the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden

Philharmonia Orchestra / Giuseppe Sinopoli (conductor)
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—— PLACIDO DOMINGO ——

Since its premiere in Rome in 1900, Tosca by Giacomo Puccini
(1858-1924) has captivated audiences worldwide and remains
one of the most frequently performed operas in the repertoire.
Similar to Madama Butterfly, the opera features a female

protagonist who tragically takes her own life after losing her

beloved. In the final moments, after her lover Cavaradossi is Placido Domingo
el r=

betrayed and executed by firing squad, Tosca flings herself ea—

over the edge of a parapet. Puccini wrote the music for
Toscain a ‘through-composed’ manner - the music flows in a
continuous, non-repetitive stream - which departed from the
traditional format of alternating between recitative and aria.

The two arias, ‘Vissi d'arte’ and ‘E lucevan le stelle’, sung by

Tosca and Cavaradossi respectively, are the highlights of this Samuel Ramey

magnificent opera. Bx
© Christian Steiner
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Blanche DuBois: Renée Fleming (soprano) / Stanley Kowalski: Rodney Gilfry (baritone)
Harold ‘Mitch’ Mitchell: Anthony Dean Griffey (tenor) / Stella Kowalski: Elizabeth Futral (soprano)

Orchestra of San Francisco Opera / André Previn (conductor)
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André PREVIN 31X
A Streetcar Named Desire (RREZSRHETE)

This superbly constructed contemporary American opera by
composer André Previn (1929-2019) and librettist Philip Littell is
based on a powerful psychological drama by Tennessee Williams,
acclaimed to be one of the greatest playwrights of the 20
century. The plot revolves around the arrival of the ageing beauty
Blanche at her sister’'s home in New Orleans, where she clashes
with her brash and virile brother-in-law, Stanley. As sexual tension
builds and Blanche's grip on reality unravels, Stanley exposes

her shady past and eventually rapes her. The drama ends with

Blanche’s mental breakdown and removal to an asylum.

This recording features soprano Renée Fleming in the leading role
supported by baritone Rodney Gilfry, tenor Anthony Dean Griffey
and soprano Elizabeth Futral. The orchestra of San Francisco
Operais conducted by the composer, André Previn.
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This English introduction is written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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) Liza: Mirella Freni (soprano) / Hermann: Vladimir Atlantov (tenor)
Prof. Lo King-man

1S Countess: Maureen Forrester (contralto) / Count Tomsky: Sergei Leiferkus (baritone)
PRESENTER 3% Tanglewood Festival Chorus / Boston Symphony Orchestra / Seiji Ozawa (conductor)
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The Queen of Spades (REERD

The tenth of eleven operas composed by Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
(1840-1893), The Queen of Spades (also known by its French title
‘Pique Dame’), is a melodrama in three acts set to a libretto by

Modest Tchaikovsky, the composer’s younger brother. Premiered

in 1890 in St. Petersburg, this work is considered by Tchaikovsky

himself to be the best of his entire output for the operatic stage. Maureen Forrester
BERE

Based on a short story of the same title by Alexander Pushkin,
the opera follows Hermann, a compulsive gambler obsessed
with discovering a secret sequence of three winning cards. The
ghost of an old countess reveals the secret to Hermann, but he is

betrayed - after two victorious rounds, he loses the third and is

driven insane by the loss of his fortune.

Seiji Ozawa
. . VET
We shall hear a recorded performance with Russian tenor 'ﬁJ ’;ﬁm
© Wiener Staatsoper GmbH /
Vladimir Atlantov as Hermann, Canadian contralto Maureen Ay

Forrester as the Countess, and Italian soprano Mirella Freni as
Hermann'’s beloved Liza, together with the Boston Symphony Orchestra and the

Tanglewood Festival Chorus under the baton of Japanese conductor Seiji Ozawa.
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This English introduction is written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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Elisabetta: Monserrat Caballé (soprano) / Leicester: José Carreras (tenor)

Matilde: Valerie Masterson (soprano) / Norfolk: Ugo Benelli (tenor)

Ambrosian Singers / London Symphony Orchestra / Gianfranco Masini (conductor)
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Elisabetta Regina d’Inghilterra (L EFEFDAED

Gioacchino Rossini (1792-1868) was appointed music director
of Naple's prestigious opera house, Teatro San Carlo di Napoli, at
the age of 23. For the first opera he composed in that position,

he chose to set his music to a libretto by Giovanni Schmidt on the

subject of Elizabeth, Queen of England. This fictitious account
details the queen’s unrequited love for Robert Dudley, the Earl of José Carreras
Leicester. The work’s premiere in October 1815 was a tremendous Lot
success, establishing Rossini’s international reputation as the

most sought-after opera composer in the bel canto style.

This recording boasts a cast of magnificent singers led by

the great Catalan soprano Monserrat Caballé and tenor José

Carreras. Other principal singers include English soprano

Valerie Masterson and Italian tenor Ugo Benelli. The Ambrosian gia”’i’anw Masini
Vs =
Singers and the London Symphony Orchestra are conducted by

Gianfranco Masini.
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This English introduction is written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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Macbeth: Piero Cappuccilli (baritone) / Lady Macbeth: Shirley Verrett (mezzo-soprano)
Macduff: Placido Domingo (tenor) / Chorus and Orchestra of La Scala Opera House of Milan
Claudio Abbado (conductor)
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VERDI HEE
Macbeth (ZF=a)

An opera in four acts, Macbeth is Giuseppe Verdi's first work
adapted from a play by William Shakespeare. Towards the final
years of his long creative life, Verdi (1813-1901) composed two more
masterful Shakespearian adaptations: Otello, a tragedy on the
theme of jealousy provoked by evil, and Falstaff, a comedy based

on the disastrous romantic adventures of a portly English knight. Placido Domingo
s

In this opera, the Scottish general Macbeth encounters a group SEREBEIIE

of witches who predict he will one day become King of Scotland.
Consumed by ambition and spurred to action by his wife, Macbeth
murders the reigning King Duncan and usurps the throne. To protect

himself from rivalry and enmity, Macbeth goes on to murder other

members of his court. Wracked by guilt over her role in the murders,

Lady Macbeth loses her mind. Macbeth finally meets his deathin a Claudio Abbado

fay B8 BE

civil war caused by his own misdeeds. © Cordula Groth / DG

Listeners will be treated to a recorded performance from La Scala

Opera House of Milan, with baritone Piero Cappuccilliin the title role, mezzo-soprano
Shirley Verrett as Lady Macbeth, and tenor Placido Domingo as Macduff, leader of
the armed forces opposing the tyrant Macbeth. The chorus and orchestra of La Scala
Opera House participate under the baton of Claudio Abbado.
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This English introduction is written by Prof. Lo King-man.
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