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PROGRAMME

BACH
Christmas Oratorio, BWV248
(excerpts)

Gloria in excelsis Deo, BWV191

VAUGHAN WILLIAMS
The Lark Ascending

Fantasia on Greensleeves

Fantasia on Christmas Carols

Ronald FU (arr.)
Christmas Medley

Imagine a beautiful Christmas Eve sunset, where the sounds of rustling leaves and chirping
birds interweave with enchanting music.

This season, Radio 4's ‘Christmas Concert in the Park’ returns to Hong Kong Park. Prepare to be
captivated by the moving works of J.S. Bach and Ralph Vaughan Williams, including the latter's
The Lark Ascending. Vaughan Williams originally drafted the piece for violin and piano in 1914,
before his enlistment in the British army. When he returned home from the devastating war,
the world had completely changed. Vaughan Williams then revised his music into an orchestral
romance with idyllic tranquility. The lark of the title, portrayed by the soloist’s melody, soars
through the English countryside and leads us to peace and serenity.

Bach, too, was no stranger to the horrors of war, as he suffered through the Second Silesian
War during his tenure as the cantor of St. Thomas' Church in Leipzig. The Prussian troops had
occupied the city and devastated its surroundings. A few days before Christmas in 1745, news
about the forthcoming peace treaty reached the public. Bach, in a great haste, composed a
joyful cantata in Latin for performance at the University Church on Christmas Day to celebrate
the Peace of Dresden. ‘Et in terra pax’ (And peace on earth), the second line in Bach'’s Gloria in
excelsis Deo, must have had profound meaning to that congregation.

With three difficult pandemic years behind us, we can once again come together and share
the beauty of music at Christmas - the perfect moment to bring back this cherished tradition
to Hong Kong Park. With these two moving pieces born of great suffering, we express our
gratitude at reuniting with our listeners. We look forward to seeing you this' Christmas Eve!
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